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be no longer a word of ambiguous meaning,, but
equally applicable to all citizens of a free and united
country, marked out from the rest of the world by its
own four seas, a nation bound together by the equal
allegiance of all its people. No greater task can tax the
resources of statesmanship and the qualities of human
character; but it is Ireland's task now. Nothing
that is not Irish stands in the way of its accomplish-
ment : and if it cannot be accomplished by Irishmen,
no outside power can convert our national aspirations
into a reality.
As regards the external position, matters are clearer.
It would be untrue to say that the Treaty was received
with gratitude in Ireland, the Irish people feeling,
rightly or wrongly, that what they got they had won
in a hard struggle. The fact' that acceptance of it
was represented by Mr. de Valera and his party as
an ignominious surrender prejudiced sentiment against
it, and there was no doubt a degree of sincerity in
the generally professed dislike to accepting English
sovereignty. But even .to-day, two years after the
event, British statesmen and the, British :character
are regarded with a respect in Ireland which is a new
fact. It is recognised that in carrying' out the detail
of their Covenant, the British authorities have been
more than as good as their word. This impression may
come to be modified in the controversy over the
Ulster^ boundary : but at present the mists of heated
rhetoric are clearing away, and facts begin to be con-
sidered at their true value. The position accorded to
Ireland as ua .coequal member of the Community
of Nations forming the British Commonwealth of
Nations ?> is not so simple, nor perhaps to a sentimental
Nationalist so satisfying as that of a separate and
independent State. But it is defined in a manner
which already gives ample boundaries to freedom, and,
what is more important, gives freedom unlimited room
to expand. The definition is not by description, but
by reference; it is laid down in the Treaty that the

